C substance--specific latex agglutination for early & rapid detection of Streptococcus pneumoniae in blood cultures.
A slide agglutination test was developed using latex particles coated with antiserum against the C substance, a common antigen for all serotypes of Streptococcus pneumoniae. This test was used for the rapid identification of pneumococci in blood culture broths which contained Gram positive cocci (GPC) in pairs or short chains on smear examination. Of 238 consecutive blood cultures with GPC tested, 72 were positive for Strep. pneumoniae by the latex test and conventional methods. The remaining 166 cultures were negative for both these, indicating a 100 per cent specificity and sensitivity for the test.